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ONE HUNDRED
YEARS AGO TODAY
by Randy Beeson

Civil War veteran, engineer and inventor George 
Westinghouse died in New York City on March 12th.  
Among his inventions were the railway air brake and 
an early compressed air automotive shock absorber.  
Perhaps more important to modern Americans, howev-
er, was his development of the alternating current (AC) 
electric power distribution system that moves electricity 
from the generating station to the consumer.  

It was during this month that Masujiro Hasimoto as-
sembled his second experimental automobile, a pro-
totype for the four-cylinder, 2,000 cc DAT 31 (Datsun) 

model, introduced for the 
1915 model year in Japan.  
A 120 HP, 12.8 L inline Ar-
gyll single sleeve valve air-
craft engine was displayed 
at the Olympia Show in 
London, England during 
late March.  The engine 
designer was Frenchman 
Henri de Perrot.  British 
manufacturers would pro-
duce thousands of sleeve 
valve Bristol and Napier 
aircraft engines to power 
military aircraft during the 
coming war.  The Knight 
double sleeve valve engine 
design would be adopted 
by several U.S. auto manu-
facturers during the post-
war period.

T 
 
he month of March 1914 saw Europe increase the 

pace of its march to war.  On the 17th, Russia autho-
rized an increase in active duty military personnel from 
460,000 to 1,700,000.  Attempts by the major European 
Powers to contain the continuing conflict and tension in 
the Balkan Shatter Belt were doomed to fail. Successful 
in 1912 and 1913, they failed in 1914.

 Period political cartoon showing Germany, France, 
Russia, Austria-Hungary, and Britain attempting to 
keep the lid on the simmering cauldron of imperialist 
and nationalist tensions in the Balkans to prevent a gen-
eral European war.  

Famous births during 
the month include Okla-
homa City born author 
(The Invisible Man) 
Ralph W. Ellison, born 
on March 1st.  British 
engineer Allan Beckett 
was born on March 
4th.  Beckett designed 
the Mulberry Harbors 
that allowed the Allies 
to land equipment on 
the Normandy beaches 
in WWII.  Dramatist 
Tennessee Williams was 
born in Columbus, MS 
and U.S. Army General 
William Westmoreland 
was born in Saxon, SC, 
both on the 26th.  For-
mer Senator and Secre-
tary of State Edmund 
Muskie was born in 
Rumford, ME on the 
28th.  



Page 7 January Runningboard Ramblings

BIRTHDAYS    

2014 

MARCH 
    5  Sandy Berenson
  17  Carolyn Plunknett
  24  Helen Bruce
  29  Charles Schaeffer
  31  Jim Jones

APRIL 
  15  Chuck Mahan
  19  Russ Wolf
  27  Sheri Blair

MAY 
    3  Marylyn Baumann
    5  Becky Wolf
    7  Richard Holmes
  10  Walt Knickerbocker
  16  Roger Baumann
  30  Elda Wescott
  31  Clyde Harding
 

From the Editor
RUNNINGBOARD RAMBLINGS

Please send your articles or photos to: LinaHolmes1@mac.com

IMPORTANT
If you submit your article as a Word document, 

please make sure it’s not a “read only” file. 

ALL PHOTOS SHOULD BE ATTACHED SEPARATELY 
AS JPG FILES. 

If you only have hard copies, I can scan them.

BE SURE TO CHECK THE AACA NATIONAL WEB SITE FOR 
EVENTS GOING ON ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 

WWW.AACA.ORG

These two little future members of AACA are the Holmes granddaughters, 
Kaylen and Kendall. (Editor’s note: I love a big empty space in the newsletter.)
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President: Richard K. Holmes
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Editor: Lina Holmes, linaholmes1@mac.com
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email: AACATulsaRegion@gmail.com

Runningboard Ramblings 
is published by the Tulsa Region of the Antique Automobile 
Club of America (AACA). 

The Tulsa Region is a non-profit organization 
chartered by AACA, Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

Tulsa Region dues are $20 annually. 

To comply with legal and insurance requirements, 
membership in National AACA is mandatory. 

Opinions expressed in this newsletter may not reflect those of 
AACA or the Tulsa Region. 

Runningboard Ramblings shall receive proper credit 
for material printed in other publications.

AACA Tulsa Region 2014 Officers
President   Richard Holmes 918 232 5821
Vice President  Daniel King 918 865 4399 
Secretary   Ron Hardage 918 254 0074
Treasurer  Teresa Wilkinson 918 261 9062
Members at Large  Fred Narrin 918 492 8636
   Ron Scott 918 366 7988
   Jim Jones        918 261 5993

A A C A R U N N I N G B O A R D  R A M B L I N G S

IMPORTANT DEADLINE INFORMATION: Deadline for submission for the following month’s publication is the  
      15th of the previous month. 


